
Esko’s Corner Esko Public School District #99

...Connecting School and Community

       Summer 2026 |Vol 30 Issue 4

What’s Inside: Save the Date: Esko Fun Days!

Community Ed Updates

Superintendent’s Farewell



Table of
Contents
Community Education............. 2-16

School News ............................17-26

Sports News..............................27-31

Around Town...........................32-37

Church News...........................38-39

Publication Title - Esko’s Corner
Statement of Frequency - Quarterly 

Authorized Organization: Esko Community Education, P.O. Box 10 2 E 
Hwy 61, Esko, Mn 55733

Issue Number - On front cover
Articles and submissions may be sent to the Esko Community Educa-
tion office or e-mailed to mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us. The deadline is 
the 15th of the  month prior to pint date for the next month’s issue. 
The publication schedule can be found on the website. Articles may 
be edicted for space and content. If you have questions, please call 

the community education office at 879-4038. Visit the school website: 
www.esko.k12.mn.us

Community Education

16 E Hwy 61, Esko MN 55733
PO Box 10, Esko MN 55733

Monday-Thursday 8:00-4:00

218-879-4038

www. esko.ce.eleyo.com

Winterquist Elementary

2 E Hwy 61, Esko MN 55733
PO Box 10, Esko MN 55733

Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00

218-879-3361

www.esko.k12.mn.us

Lincoln Highschool

2 E Hwy 61, Esko MN 55733
PO Box 10, Esko MN 55733

Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00

218-879-4673

www.esko.k12.mn.us

Table of Contents 1

Community Education 
@Esko CommunityEd

Esko Schools
@Esko Public Schools

Follow Us on Social Media



COMMUNITY EDUCATION 2

Michele’s Farewell
You may have heard I am moving away from the area and have 

resigned my position as Director. Before I leave, I would like to take 
a moment to reminisce about the time I have spent in Esko. I still 
remember the day I was offered the job of Community Education 
Director in Esko. I had been completing my practicum hours under 
Christina Walther at the ripe age of 49. I completed my Master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership at age 50. My story is a lesson 
to never give up on the thing you believe in. I landed my dream 
job at age 50! Mr. Fischer interviewed me and offered me the job 
the following day. I was so excited to begin the career I had been 
dreaming of for many years. 

Since I had been completing practicum hours in the district, I 
had very specific goals when I became the Director. I wanted to 
upgrade the tennis courts that were near the playground, offer an 
option for 5 day Pre-K, expand Esko Fun Days by creating a non 
profit to run the event, stabilize the community education budget, 
pay community education staff in alignment to the staff in the 
school district, and create a play space for our youngest learners. I 
am happy to say I achieved most of my goals. 

I have been fortunate over my years in Esko to develop relation-
ships with community members who have supported me in my 
efforts. I would like to extend a thank you to Courtney Greiner, 
Sarah Rautell, and Amy Feely for stepping up to be the first board 
members of Esko Community Partnership and helping expand Esko 
Fun Days into an event that people now schedule around. 

Thank you to Maggie Sunnarborg for motivating me to create 
a week-long event in the summer. Your belief in me made me 
want to accomplish all of your ideas. Thank you to my first advisory 
council, especially Joanne Erspamer who stayed on the council 
long enough to get new members oriented. I am indebted to my 
current advisory council members; Leah Peterson, Sam Dammer, Ty 
Gangelhoff, Sarah VanGuilder, Amna Hansen, and Jamie Glesener 
for being my sounding board and  cheerleaders throughout my 
time here. Thank you to Ruth Janke, Ken and Eva Nynas, and Pau-
line Ikola for accepting me into this community with open hearts. 
Your support has meant the world to me. 

The staff I have been able to work with over the years has been 
top notch! I have had the opportunity to mentor several young 
people into teachers working all across the Northland, including 
Esko! Our program has also helped develop entrepreneurs like 
Cassie Janke of Northern Outdoors Club. Most importantly, our cur-
rent staff describes coming to work as time spent with friends while 
caring for and educating children. The current coordinators in our 
program, whom I am proud to claim as friends, Brianna Mattonen, 
Emily Davey, and Melanie Rice are ready to take Esko Community 
Education to the next level. I look forward to hearing of all of their 
success. 

Thank you Esko for this amazing opportunity! 

The Esko Leads group was visited by Animal Allies Ed-
ucation Helper, Mary, and Animal Ambassador, Gus, on 
Wednesday, April 22nd. 

For one of their 
service projects this 
year, Esko Leads 
students made 23 
small tie-blankets to 
donate to Animal 
Allies. They use 
these blankets to 
line kennels, create 
cozy spaces in the 
cat rooms and give 
to families when 
they adopt cats 
and kittens! 

Great work, Esko 
Leads! 
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Class Registration Information

Introducing              , your new digital home for

Scan the QR code
to Access 

We’re excited to announce that Esko Public School District is transitioning to Arux,
a modern platform designed to make registration, payment, and account
management easier for families like yours. 

Starting June 8 , please visit your new portal at esko.arux.app for all your
community education needs.

th

Streamlined registration process with better course search and filtering
Modern, mobile-friendly interface that works on any device
Improved account dashboard to manage multiple children and programs
Real-time updates on enrollments, schedules, and payments
Better communication tools to keep you informed

Enhanced Features You’ll Love:

Your account data - All your information moves to Arux
Login credentials - Your current username and password still work
Existing enrollments - All current and upcoming registrations transfer
Payment methods - Saved cards and autopay settings carry over
Child care/preschool accounts - Are accessible right from your dashboard

Good News: Everything Transfers Automatically

We are excited to utilize the Arux platform and for how it will positively impact the future of our
programming. If you have any questions, please contact us at: 
(218) 879-2969 or mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us

Esko Public School District
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Youth  Enrichment

Driver’s Ed.
This class provides students with a ba-

sic understanding of MN Traffic Safety 
laws, and the complexities of driving.  It 
also gives participants information nec-
essary for acquiring a MN Learners per-
mit upon successful completion of the 
written exam.  Students who were not 
born in Carlton County should begin to 
acquire their Certified Birth Certificate 
which is essential for taking the permit 
exam. Priority will be given to current 
15 year olds who attend Esko Public 
Schools.  Students must attend all 30 
hours of training.  You will need to sign 
up with a Driving School for behind 
the wheel lessons (at an additional 
cost) before the permit test.

Students are required to Log 50 
hours driving time and this must be 
turned in to the DMV prior to the road 
skills test. 

 
We need 12 students to be able 

to run this class.  Cancellation fee of 
$15.00 will be charged for any cancel-
lations out of this class.

 Age Req:15 years 
Will open to 14.5 year olds 3 weeks 
prior to class
Will open to 14 year olds 1 week prior 
to class
Sessions:10
Cost:$125.00
8/10/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/11/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/12/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/13/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/14/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/17/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/18/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/19/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/20/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
8/21/2026      9:00AM - 12:00PM	
Esko Schools - S132

The following Youth Enrichment Classes will open for 
registration in Arux on June 15th

Summer Elementary Cheer Clinic
Do you love to cheer? Be part of the elementary cheer clinic! The elementary cheer-
leaders will learn cheers, jumps, kicks, and a dance to do during the Esko Fun Days 
parade! Cheerleaders will receive a shirt, themed pompoms and a bow. Practices will 
be held in the varsity gym. Enter through the Highschool door, #1 and plan to pick up 
your child in the gym. Candyland Theme!
Grades K-6 | 8/3/26 & 8/8/26 | 5:30-7:30 | $50 | Varsity Gym
Esko Fun Days Parade is Saturday, August 8th. Line up time will be communicated by 
the instructor at a later time. 
Registration will close Monday, 7/20 at 3:00 PM. No registrations will be taken after this 
date. 

Fall  Elementary Cheer Clinic
Do you love to cheer? Be part of the elementary cheer clinic! The elementary cheer-
leaders will learn cheers, jumps, kicks, and a dance to do during the football game on 
Friday, September 18th! Cheerleaders will receive a shirt, themed pompoms and a 
bow. Safari Theme! 
Grades K-2 | 9/14/26 3:30-5:00 & 9/16/26 2:30-4:00 |$50 | Cafeteria
Grades 3-6 | 9/14/26 5:30-7:30 & 9/16/26 4:30-6:30 | $50 | Cafeteria
Registration will close Monday, 8/31 at 3:00 PM. No registrations will be taken after this 
date. 

5th/6th Grade Elementary Volleyball 
Grades 5&6 | $65 includes T-shirt 
Equipment needed: tennis shoes and knee pads
Contact: Ashley Allen arhallen10@yahoo.com with additional questions
See Below for specific dates, time and locations: 
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Early Childhood

Early Childhood Family
Education (ECFE)

What is ECFE?
Early Childhood Family

Education (ECFE)
recognizes that parents
are their child’s first and

most important teachers.
ECFE offers parents
hands-on learning

experiences that will
nourish a lifetime of
teachable moments.

What Happens in ECFE?
A typical ECFE class includes:

 Parent-Child Interaction - Time where parent and child
together enjoy a classroom filled with developmentally

appropriate learning activities.
Parent Education - Provides relevant, effective education

and support that encourages a healthy environment for the
growth and development of families.

Children’s Activity Time - During parent education time,
children explore, gain independence, and practice social
skills while under the supervision of a licensed children’s

teacher.What are the Benefits?

Support during the transition to parenthood.
Information of early development and what to expect from

children.
Strategies for effective limit-setting and teaching.

Quality time with children in a supportive and enriching
learning environment.

Time with other parents to reflect on family values and
parenting practices in a supportive group setting.

Enhanced family communication and co-parenting skills.
Strategies for balancing work and family and managing stress.
Familiarity with community resources for families with young

children.

Esko Early Learning
ECFE 

16 E Hwy 61, Esko, MN 55733
Call us at 218-879-4038 or email

mpliml@esko.k12.mn.us 
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Early Childhood

Early Childhood Family
Education (ECFE)

Classes 

Fees: No family is denied class due to inability to pay. Please call our office to discuss options. 
218-879-4038

Raising kids is complicated, isn’t it? There are
days when everything seems to go right, and…

well, other days when nothing does. Having
children is like that, but here’s the good news:

ECFE is here for you on all the days. Early
Childhood Family Education (ECFE) is a

statewide program in Minnesota that gives
children and families the tools they need to

thrive. Our classes and sessions are designed to
help with the things that matter most: •

Individual attention time with parents/caregivers
and their children to help strengthen bonds •

Playful learning time to help children with their
next phase while minimizing separation anxiety •

Parenting discussion time for parents and
caregivers to talk about their parenting joys,
hopes and questions Being a part of ECFE is

easy. We’re close to you, and our flexible
sessions are built for busy families.

Stay tuned for upcoming
ECFE classes for summer and

fall! 
Registration for fall classes

opens July 1 . st

We are switching software to
Arux in June- you will be able

to log in using your Eleyo
account information- Follow
Esko Community Education
on Facebook to stay up to

date!

We are very excited to offer a
free class for all types of care

givers. Family, Friends, and
Neighbors!  Parents are also
welcome to attend as well. 

Ms. Kari and Ms. Shannon will be
posting about where the class

will be held on our Social Media!
Go give us a follow to stay in the

loop!  

Tentatively scheduled for once a
month on a Thursday.
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School Readiness- 
Mon/ Tues/ Thurs

AM 8:30-11:00 or PM 12:30-3:00 
Students must be 4 years of age by Sept. 1st to attend. 

Discovery-  
Wed/ Fri

8:30-11:00
Students must be 4 years of age by Sept. 1st to attend. 

This is our Nature/ STEAM based program. 

Stepping Stones- 
Tues/ Thurs
8:45-11:15

Students must be 3 years of age by Sept. 1st to attend. 

Sliding Fee Scale available on Esko Schools website.

Email Melanie Pliml with questions
mpliml@esko.k12.mn.us

2026-2027 Registration
Information 

Esko Early Learning
School Readiness and Stepping

Stones 

We are switching Software systems
to Arux. Keep an eye on more

information regarding this change.
Follow Esko Community Education

on Facebook for updates!

Important Note about Discovery-

Discovery goes on field trips almost every Friday
either to the school forest or elsewhere. We do go

outside all year long, proper outdoor clothing is
essential for this class. 

School Readiness and Stepping
Stones have a $40 non refundable

registration fee. 
Discovery has a $200 non refundable

registration fee, this fee covers the
cost of all trips and activities. 

Discovery is FULL 
We have limited spots left in
Stepping Stones and School

Readiness
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Early Childhood

Esko Early Learning
School Readiness and Stepping

Stones 

A Note From Your Early Childhood
Coordinator

The Esko School Readiness 4s program has reached record
enrollment numbers for the 2026–2027 school year! Because of the
incredible interest from our families, we were excited to open a
second afternoon section of 4s School Readiness to help
accommodate everyone.
This decision was not made lightly. Expanding the program required
additional teacher hours, twice the classroom supplies, and nearly
3,000 additional childcare staff hours.
In addition Cool Cubs added...

an additional lunch person
extra lunch equipment
tables and chairs 
cots

 Even with these challenges, we knew how important it was to
continue supporting the many families who want to be part of our
program.
We are incredibly grateful for the trust and support of our Esko
families. Without families like yours, our Early Childhood Education
programs would not have grown into what it is today. Thank you for
your continued support and partnership in helping our youngest
learners thrive.
— Ms. Melanie
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Early Childhood

Esko Early Learning
School Readiness and Stepping

Stones 
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Early Childhood

Esko Early Learning
School Readiness and Stepping

Stones 

Thank you School Readiness, Discovery,
and Stepping Stones students and

families for a great year!
-Ms. Nikki and Ms. Melanie 
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Early Childhood

Early Childhood Screening is a free developmental and
health screening that helps ensure all children are

equipped for learning. Screening should take place after a
child’s third birthday to age 5 and is required by the state

of Minnesota for every child before they start
kindergarten. 

Included are screenings for: cognitive, social emotional,
speech and language, large and small muscle

development. Also included are vision and hearing
screenings, health history form and immunization review.
Screening helps determine if there are learning concerns
in these areas that should be addressed before your child

begins kindergarten. 

All screenings take place at Esko Community
Education, 16 E. Hwy 61, Esko, MN 55733

Registration for appointments opens
approximately one month prior to the

screening date

For questions regarding screening contact
Jill Liupakka at (218)879-2969 ext 636, or

Email jliupakka@esko.k12.mn.us

Early Childhood Screening

Early Childhood Screening -
We were able to screen over 25 three
to four year olds during our February

screening dates. 

Save the date for next school
year-

October 21st, 2026
February 10th, 2027

click here for more information
on screening 
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Early Childhood

HelpMeConnectMN.org

Help Me Connect is an online navigator connecting expectant families, families with 
young children, and those working with families to programs and services that support

healthy child development and family well-being.

Disability Services
and Resources

Pregnant and
Expecting Families

Development and
Behavior Concerns

Healthy Development
and Screening

American
Indian Families

Early Learing and
Child Care

Family Well-Being
and Mental Health

Caregiving and
Community Support

Dental and
Health Care

Basic Needs

Legal Services

Find all kinds of resources for your family.
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Cool Kids
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SUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQ

Q: WHEN DOES SUMMER CK

START?

Q: WHAT ARE THE EXTRA FEES?

Q: WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH FIELD

TRIPS?

FIRST DAY: JUNE 8

CLOSED JUNE 19, JULY 2 & 3

LAST DAY: AUGUST 21

$25 DROP IN FEE FOR DAYS

ADDED TO SCHEDULE

WITHIN 7 DAYS, OR WHEN A

STUDENT ATTENDS AND IS

NOT SCHEDULED. 

$25 NO CALL NO SHOW FEE

FOR STUDENTS WHO DO

NOT ATTEND PER THEIR

SCHEDULE WITHOUT NOTICE

FROM PARENTS. 

EACH WEDNESDAY WE GO ON A

FIELD TRIP. PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD

HERE BY 9:00 AM AND PLAN TO PICK

UP AFTER 3:00 PM. NO STAFF STAYS

BEHIND ON THESE DAYS AND

STUDENTS MUST RIDE THE BUS.

NO MONEY NEEDS TO BE SENT WITH

YOUR CHILD.  FEES ARE ADDED TO

YOUR INVOICE.

Q: WHAT IS THE RATE?

Q: WHAT SHOULD I KNOW

ABOUT SCHEDULING? 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR JUNE 8-12

SCHEDULE DONE BY MAY 29.

SCHEDULES ARE DUE IN ELEYO 7

DAYS PRIOR TO NEEDING CARE. 

WE CHARGE A MINIMUM OF $120

PER WEEK, REGARDLESS OF

ATTENDANCE. $40 EACH ADDITIONAL

DAY. WE BILL EACH WEEK FROM JUNE

8-AUGUST 21
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Cool Kids

SUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQSUMMER COOL KIDS FAQ

Q: WHERE SHOULD I DROP MY

CHILD OFF AND PICK THEM UP?

 INCOMING 3RD-5TH GRADE

STUDENTS WILL BE LOCATED IN THE

CAFETERIA BETWEEN 8:00-4:30. IF

YOU ARE DROPPING OFF AND/OR

PICKING UP YOUR 3RD-5TH GRADE

STUDENT DURING THESE HOURS,

THEY WILL NEED TO BE CHECKED IN

AND OUT IN THE CAFETIERA. IF YOU

ARE DROPPING OFF AND/OR PICKING

UP OUTSIDE OF THESE HOURS, THEY

WILL BE IN THE COOL KIDS ROOM.

K-2ND GRADE STUDENTS SHOULD BE

CHECKED IN AND OUT IN THE COOL

KIDS ROOM.

Q: WHAT SHOULD I SEND WITH

MY CHILD EACH DAY?

WE DO NOT PROVIDE BREAKFAST OR

LUNCH. PLEASE EAT PRIOR TO

ARRIVAL AND PACK A COLD LUNCH.

WE DO PROVIDE 2 SNACKS DAILY

Q: DO YOU PROVIDE FOOD?

YES PLEASE - COLD LUNCH,

WATER BOTTLE, LABLED

SUNSCREEN AND CLOSED TOED

SHOES

NO THANK YOU - PHONES,

WATCHES, TABLETS , TOYS

THIS INFORMATION AND MORE CAN BE FOUND ONLINE IN OUR HANDBOOK 

HTTPS://WWW.ESKO.K12.MN.US/COMM_EDUCATION/COOL_KIDS/COOL_KIDS_HANDBOOK

COOL KIDS IS OPEN 6:30-5:30

PHONE NUMBER: 218-655-5010

EMAIL:

COOLKIDS@ESKO.K12.MN.US
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Interested in keeping up on Esko 

School Board news? Meeting minutes 

are always available online at:

https://www.esko.k12.mn.us/district/
school_board/school_board_minutes

Superintendent’s Update
There is nothing better than summer in Northern 

Minnesota.  Here are a few updates for you to enjoy on 
hopefully a nice summer day. 

Farewell to Esko Schools
I have informed the school board that I will be leaving 

at the end of the current school year to pursue a new 
career opportunity with the Minnesota Rural Education 
Association as their Executive Director. 

I want to start by thanking the Esko community for all 
the support shown to the Esko School District and myself 
during my twenty-two years here.  I brought my young 
family to Esko to be part of an outstanding education-
al system and was not disappointed.  This has been an 
exceptional school and community to work and live in.  I 
am thankful for all the people I have met over the years 
and have appreciated this fantastic opportunity.  I look 
forward to seeing and hearing the great things that will 
happen next for Esko Public Schools. 

New Superintendent
I am very proud to see that the Esko School Board has 

approved Mr. Greg Hexum to be the next Superinten-
dent.  I have had the chance to know and work with 
Mr. Hexum the last twenty-two years.  He is the perfect 
person to lead the district forward.   I have no doubt he 
will bring a high level of energy and commitment to the 
students and staff of Esko Public Schools.  

High School Principal
With Mr. Hexum taking the Superintendency, we will 

be posting the now vacant High School Principal’s posi-
tion.  The hiring process will take place this spring with 
the hope of having a new person hired by the start of the 
next school year.  

Community Education Director
Mrs. Carlson is retiring at the conclusion of the school 

year.  I want to thank her for her tireless work as our di-
rector.  I wish her the best as she transitions into the next 
phase of her life.  

Budget
The Business Manager and I have been preparing the 

budget for next year.  At this time, we are projecting a 
balanced budget for next year.  This allows us to contin-
ue offering the great opportunities that our families have 
come to expect.  I am extremely proud to share this news 
during a time when most districts in the state are at some 

level of reducing costs.  We have not had to make bud-
get reductions the last eighteen years.  This is a tribute to 
the outstanding work of our business manager, school 
board and dedicated staff.  We continue to offer small 
class sizes with amazing programs and opportunities 
while being one of the lowest cost districts in the state of 
Minnesota.  

Staffing Needs
The district needs community members to help us 

out.  There are many positions that we are unable to get 
substitutes for.  Our students need adults to support the 
school and programs that we offer.  We need substitute 
drivers, custodians, teachers, paraprofessionals, child care 
workers and lunch staff.  Please contact the school if you 
are willing to step up and help us out.  We can assist with 
some training to prepare you for these positions.  

Future
Keep working together in providing a great experience 

for our students.  The school has everything in place to 
continue our great tradition of educational excellence.  
The Future is very bright!!  Thanks for all of your support 
over the years!
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From the School Board Chair
As I sit and write this article, it’s hard to believe another school year has already come and gone. It has been a great—though 

sometimes challenging—year at Esko Public Schools.
We are incredibly proud of the students at Esko High School. They continue to excel in everything they do. The traditions run 

deep at Esko, and the positivity and strong rapport between students and staff continue to amaze visitors to our schools.
May 29 marks a special day for our seniors as 105 graduates take their final steps across the Esko stage to receive their diplo-

mas. While this concludes their educational journey with us, it also opens the door to an exciting future as they move forward 
equipped with the knowledge and skills they gained at Esko. We wish them all the very best.

The year-end rush has officially arrived at Esko Public Schools, and there has been quite a bit happening behind the scenes. 
Let’s catch you up on a few important updates.

Mr. Aaron Fischer has resigned as Superintendent of Esko Public Schools. Aaron came to Esko from Willow River Public 
Schools, first serving as elementary principal for two years before becoming superintendent, a position he held for the past 20 
years. His tenure makes him the second-longest-serving superintendent in district history, surpassed only by our first superinten-
dent, A.L. Winterquist, who served from 1919 to 1945.

Aaron has accepted the position of Executive Director of the Minnesota Rural Education Association (MREA). This is a tremen-
dous opportunity not only for Aaron, but also for the many rural schools and communities MREA serves. Founded in 1985, 
MREA was established to ensure that non-metro school districts had a strong voice in St. Paul representing students across the 
state. Since Esko is a member of MREA, we look forward to continuing our connection with Aaron in his new role.

During his time at Esko Public Schools, Aaron helped guide our district into becoming—and remaining—one of the top-rated 
school districts in the state of Minnesota. On behalf of the Esko School Board, we say with heavy hearts that we will miss him 
greatly, and we wish him all the best as he begins this exciting new chapter in his educational and professional journey.

With Mr. Fischer’s departure, the School Board contracted with Dr. Jeff Pesta and Rising Tide School Board Services to ensure 
a transparent process in selecting our next superintendent. Together, we developed a leadership profile using input from the 
School Board, district staff, and community members to identify the qualities most important for the role.

We received five applications and, with Dr. Pesta’s assistance and the use of a structured rubric process, narrowed the field to 
three candidates for interviews. Following interviews and additional evaluation, the Board unanimously voted to offer the posi-
tion to Mr. Greg Hexum, current Esko High School Principal, who accepted the offer.

Greg brings a tremendous amount of knowledge and experience to the position. During his 19 years as Esko High School 
Principal—and 31 total years as an educator in Esko Public Schools—he has built a reputation for fostering an engaging, 
high-performing school culture where students thrive.

Greg was recently named Northeastern Minnesota High School Principal of the Year by the Minnesota Association of Second-
ary School Principals. Under his leadership, Esko High School has continued to excel academically, artistically, and athletically.

He also led the development of Esko High School’s innovative Post-Secondary Onsite Program, which allows students to 
access up to 70 college credits on the Esko campus while benefiting from a flexible schedule designed for juniors and seniors. 
A new college-style learning center, complete with a student-run coffee shop, further supports his vision for helping students 
transition successfully from high school to college and beyond.

Through Greg’s leadership, Esko High School has strengthened its reputation as a top regional choice for secondary educa-
tion.

Mr. Hexum will be formally recognized on June 16, 2026, at the MASSP Summer Conference at Breezy Point Resort.
The School Board looks forward to working collaboratively with Greg as we continue providing the very best educational 

opportunities for the students of Esko.
As Alexander Graham Bell once said, “When one door closes, another opens.” With Mr. Hexum accepting his new position, 

we will now begin the search for a new High School Principal.
In addition, Community Education Director Michele Carlson has announced her retirement. Michele has done a tremendous 

job leading Community Education through many significant changes during her tenure. One of the most notable accomplish-
ments was relocating Community Education from the main school building into the newly remodeled facility adjacent to the 
school, formerly occupied by RAM Insurance, to better accommodate our growing programs. We thank Michele for her years 
of service and wish her all the best in retirement.

The final member of our administrative team entering retirement is Julie Pelletier, who will be leaving us next fall. Julie has 
been a driving force in both the elementary office and in her role as Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent. She has 
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been instrumental in assisting the School Board throughout the superintendent hiring process. We are deeply grateful for her 
dedication and wish her a wonderful retirement as well.

Looking ahead, we have officially completed our current five-year strategic plan and have accomplished nearly all of the proj-
ects identified as priorities by our community. Because this is an election year and several current board members may not seek 
reelection, we have decided to begin the next five-year planning process after the new board is sworn in during January.

We plan to bring in a facilitator to guide the process and will announce opportunities for community members, staff, and stu-
dents to share ideas about priorities for the next five years. This collaborative process has served us well in the past and ensures 
that everyone has the opportunity to provide input. Please watch for announcements in The Corner and on our social media 
platforms.

We also continue discussions with Carlton County Highway Engineering regarding the redesign of CSAH 61 through down-
town Esko. Current plans include a proposed roundabout at the intersection in front of the school. We hope to share more 
information as plans develop. Throughout the process, our priority has remained clear: whatever improvements are made must 
be as safe—or safer—than the current design.

There is so much more I could share, but this article is already getting quite long. I’ll close by simply saying thank you to every-
one who has helped make Esko Public Schools what it is today. Without the tremendous support of our parents, community 
members, staff, and local businesses—who continue to give their very best—we would not have the outstanding schools and 
opportunities that make Esko such a special place.

Have a wonderful, enjoyable, and safe summer. We look forward to serving you during the 2026–2027 school year.
On behalf of the entire School Board, thank you for all that you do.
Jerry Frederick
 School Board Chair
 Esko Public Schools

Esko Public Schools use a variety of digital tools to 
support student learning. Technology vendors and 
software is utilized to support work as we help all 
students develop the skills necessary to succeed in 

an ever-changing world. 

We have an inventory of our curriculum, testing, 
and assessment tools posted on our school web-
site; esko.k12.mn.us < Parents < Tech Resources < 
Software Inventory and Student Data Elements. It 
includes an outline of the student data elements 
within each tool. This list is maintained and com-

municated annually to all families at the start of the 
school year. 

Please reach out to Greg Hexum, High School 
Principal (grhexum@esko.k12.mn.us) or Brian Hark-
er, Elementary Principal (bharker@esko.k12.mn.us) 
if you have additional questions regarding specific 

digital tools used in classrooms. 

Sincerely, 
Esko Public Schools
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been instrumental in assisting the School Board throughout the superintendent hiring process. We are deeply grateful for her 
dedication and wish her a wonderful retirement as well.

Looking ahead, we have officially completed our current five-year strategic plan and have accomplished nearly all of the proj-
ects identified as priorities by our community. Because this is an election year and several current board members may not seek 
reelection, we have decided to begin the next five-year planning process after the new board is sworn in during January.

We plan to bring in a facilitator to guide the process and will announce opportunities for community members, staff, and stu-
dents to share ideas about priorities for the next five years. This collaborative process has served us well in the past and ensures 
that everyone has the opportunity to provide input. Please watch for announcements in The Corner and on our social media 
platforms.

We also continue discussions with Carlton County Highway Engineering regarding the redesign of CSAH 61 through down-
town Esko. Current plans include a proposed roundabout at the intersection in front of the school. We hope to share more 
information as plans develop. Throughout the process, our priority has remained clear: whatever improvements are made must 
be as safe—or safer—than the current design.

There is so much more I could share, but this article is already getting quite long. I’ll close by simply saying thank you to every-
one who has helped make Esko Public Schools what it is today. Without the tremendous support of our parents, community 
members, staff, and local businesses—who continue to give their very best—we would not have the outstanding schools and 
opportunities that make Esko such a special place.

Have a wonderful, enjoyable, and safe summer. We look forward to serving you during the 2026–2027 school year.
On behalf of the entire School Board, thank you for all that you do.
Jerry Frederick
 School Board Chair
 Esko Public Schools

Esko High School proudly recognizes the following mem-
bers of the Class of 2026 for earning  local scholarships and 
awards from community organizations, businesses, memorials, 
and family  foundations. Additionally, the Class of 2026 has 
been awarded more than 1 million dollars in  academic schol-
arships from their future post-secondary institutions. As we say 
at Esko High  School, education pays—-literally! 

•	 Alworth Scholarship: Kali Foxx, Mason Eng, An-
drew Mattinen 

•	 Federated Coop Scholarship: Alli Campanario, 
Peyton Sellin 

•	 Floy Gilman Scheidler Scholarship: Brooklyn McK-
ibbon 

•	 Memorial Blood Bank Scholarship: Kendra East 
•	 Esko Music Boosters Scholarships: Choir – Ty Mil-

bridge Scott; Band – Ellynor Barta • Esko Theater 
Scholarship: Kendra East, Londynn Salmi 

•	 Santo Antonutti Scholarship: Santo Antonutti, 
Easton Harker 

•	 The Julian “Bert” Bertogliat Scholarship: Hannah 
Roemer 

•	 Bob Thompson Scholarship: Emma Adkins Hewitt 
Liimatainen 

•	 The Esko Sports Alliance Team Contribution 
Scholarships: Whitney Hanson, Luke  Tester 

•	 Esko Sports Alliance Outstanding Teammate 
Scholarships: Ellynor Barta, Jimmy  Rautell 

•	 The Esko Sports Alliance Most Outstanding Ath-
lete Awards: Clara Swanson, Graham  Hartlieb 

•	 Esko Educational Foundation Scholarships 
•	  Agnas Benko Scholarship: Carley Lawry 

•	 Dr. Jack Bergstedt Family Scholarship: Bryn Sath-
re 

•	 Jess Blake Memorial Scholarship: Londynn Salmi 
•	 Kristin Burkholder Memorial Scholarship: Sovay 

Nick, Adelynn Michaud, Sophia  Naud 
•	 Centennial Scholarship: Liana Rust 
•	 Roger and Shirley Family Scholarship: Ayden 

Chopskie 
•	 EEA Scholarship: James Rautell 
•	  EEF Scholarships: Aubrey Snaza, Kendra East 
•	 EEF SISU Scholarship: Jayden Ausland, Zak 

Gamache, Dylan Prachar 
•	 Davis Helberg Memorial Scholarship: Avah Clow 
•	 CJ Johnson Memorial Scholarship: Eryka Moran 
•	  LaMarche Creek Scholarship: Brooklyn McKibbon 
•	 Ruth B. Logsdon Scholarship: Carson Kronland, 

Ellynor Barta, Emma Adkins Hewitt  Liimatainen 
•	 NBC Scholarship: Annabelle Sunnarborg 
•	 Sherry Peterson Kalm Memorial Scholarship: Han-

nah Roemer 
•	  Scott Plaisted Memorial Scholarship: Kali Foxx 
•	 RAM Scholarship: Easton Harker 
•	  RAM Employees Scholarship: Ava Marline 
•	  Rauha Scholarship: Mason Eng, Andrew Mattin-

en
•	  Rod and Sharon Sandberg Scholarship: Addison 

Sielaff 

Congratulations to all scholarship recipients and thank you 
to the many community  organizations, families, and donors 
who continue to support Esko students and their future  suc-
cess.

Esko Seniors Receive Community Scholarships
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Emma Adkins	
Aania Ahsan	
Mya Amundsen	
Ava Anderson	
Aiden Anderson	
Joshua Antonutti	
Ali Autio	
Ike Backstrom	
Lucye Backstrom	
Emmett Bailey	
Aaron Bailey	
Maren Bailey	
Roman Barnes	
Ellynor Barta	
Lucy Barta	
Brooklyn Battaglia	
Ashlynn Beare	
David Bednar	
Josef Bednar	
Norah Beisang	
William Beisang	
Gavin Belich	
Remington Bender	
Harper Benedix	
Jonas Besonen	
Jordan Black	
Genevieve Bohl-
man	
Leah Borden	
Isabella Bowman	
Jackson Brabec	
Marisa Brabec	
Annabella Brodin	
Isebella Brown	
Quinn Bryant	
Braeden Caple	
Merik Carey	
Amira Carey	
Priya Carey	
Charlie Carlson	
Ryan Carson	
Owen Cawcutt	
Waylan Cawcutt	
Amelia Cebelinski	
Samuel Cheslak	
Ayden Chopskie	
Brynn Christensen	
Avah Clow	
Keaira Coleman	
Araya Coleman	
Blake Conklin	
Aoife Cook	
Vera Cook	
Edward Cooper	
Joseph Cooper	

Kamden Coyle	
Ethan Culbert	
Ethan Dallager	
Hunter Dallager	
Aria Dammann	
Abrina Dammann	
Avry Dammer	
Ava Daveau	
Ruby Davis	
Kinsley DeBondt	
Irelynn Dee	
Daniel Dewey	
Autumn Doble	
Gabriel Dusek	
Kendra East	
Garrett East	
Wyatt Edblad	
Marie Eng	
Mason Eng	
Eliana Erspamer	
Logan Filipiak	
Elise Finc	
Tyler Finc	
Peyton Forsberg	
Benjamin	Foster	
Kali Foxx	
Kennadi Foxx	
Axel Frascino	
Ezra Frederick	
Millie Frederick	
Ezekiel Frederick	
Rosie Frederick	
Philip Furcht	
Logan Gamache	
Zachary Gamache	
Melanie Gamache	
Callie Gangelhoff	
Owen Genereau	
Brennan Gerard	
Ella Gerard	
Aubrey Gerard	
Kadence Ghann	
Samantha Gilbert-
son	
Taylor Gilbertson	
Alyssa Gonzalez	
Isabel Gorski	
Dachen Granholm	
Liberty Grimm	
Wyatt Hacker	
Maddy Haga	
Hattie Hallback	
Annika Hallsten	
Tuula Hallsten	
Vivian  Halvorson	

Arlyne Haney	
Sharla Hansen	
Alyssa Hansen	
Hailey Hansen	
Lilee Hanson	
Paige Hanson	
Anna Hanson	
Levi Hanson	
Whitney Hanson	
Eagan Harker	
Easton Harker	
Jacob Haugen	
Molly Hawkinson	
Hanna Heehn	
Elena Hendrickson	
Briley Hendrickson	
Kam Hendrickson	
Emelyn Hendrick-
son	
Nolan Hendrickson	
Norah Heule	
Kaiden High	
Gabriella Hilinski	
Leland Hill	
Madeline	Hipp	
Sawyer Hipp	
Amelia Hipp	
Alexis Hitchcock	
Joshua Houle	
Jaena Hovi	
Lyla Hudspith	
Bella Huffman	
Grace Illikainen	
Donald Johnson	
Jayce Johnson	
Emilia  Johnson	
Declan Johnson	
Addison Johnson	
Annika Johnson	
Elise Johnson	
Hunter Johnson	
Jayce Johnson	
Maya Johnson	
Aina Jouppi	
Joseph Jukich	
Nora Kachinske	
Elin Kalkbrenner	
Ahti Kari	
William Karjala	
Kroix Kayser	
Jovie Kelsey	
Aubree Kern	
Alex King	
Kelsey Klemmer	
Ethan Kluenenberg	

Natalie Kluenen-
berg	
Peter Knudson	
Kamryn Korkala	
Ashton Koschak	
Bryce Koski	
Brooke Koski	
Britta Koski	
Abigail Krech	
Olivia Krech	
Oakley Krocka	
Carson Kronlund	
Kamryn Kulas	
Aubrey Kulas	
Camden Kurhajetz	
Kennedy Kurhajetz	
Jaxon Lackas	
David Larsen	
Amber Lattner	
Carley Lawry	
Keira Leach	
Mariana LeBlanc	
Kaleb Lehto	
Garrett Leow	
Olivia Leow	
Thurston Lick	
Hewitt Liimatainen	
Aria Lindquist	
Emma Jean Lough	
Hailey Lough	
Jaedyn Lowinski	
Cole Luense	
Mason Luense	
Drew Madill	
Gianna Madill	
Braxdyn Male	
Ariya Marino	
August Marline	
Estella Marline	
Ava Marline	
Broderick	Marsh	
Audrey Marsh	
Andrew Mattinen	
Thomas Mattonen	
Gannon Mattson	
Easton Mattson	
Solveig Mattson	
Ty Mayne	
Logan  McConnell	
Abigail McConnell	
Ava McKibbon	
James McLaughlin	
Landon McMillan	
Aidan McWilliams	
Brayley Merrier	

Oliver Michaud	
Adelynn Michaud	
Parker Micken	
Aubrey Micken	
Ty Milbridge-Scott	
Ella Miles	
Addison Miller	
Shelby Miller	
Tagan Mock	
Ezra Modich	
Trevor Mrozik	
Finn Muchow	
Ellie May	 Mudrak	
Laila Nagorski	
Abigail Naud	
Ellie Naud	
Noah Naud	
Sophia Naud	
Alivia Nelson	
Caleb Nesseth	
Blake Nesseth	
Amira Nick	
Kenleigh Nikunen	
Derek Nooyen	
Addison Nord	
Easton Nord	
Elsie Norman	
Karalyn Norstrom	
Adrian Nyakundi	
Owen OConnor	
Oliver Odland	
Amelia Olson	
Cruz Olson	
Max Olson	
Oliver Olson	
Gabrielle Osberg	
Carter Osvold	
Paisley Osvold	
Sophia Panger	
Leland Parks	
Ethan Parrott	
Adelyn Parrott	
Aubrey Pearce	
Levi Pearce	
Avani Perez	
Donovan	Perfetti	
Wyatt Perrault	
Johanna Peterson	
Alec Peterson	
Brynn Peterson	
Addi Peterson	
Layla Peterson	
Eleanor Pfeffer	
Michael Pfeifer	
Vincent Pianalto	

Titus Piepho	
Drew Piontek	
Paiton Plante	
Caleb Pollard	
Kadrik Porter	
Witten Powers	
Samantha 	
Prosen	
Lucas Pulford	
Nora Pulford	
Hailey Raisanen	
Levi Raisanen	
James Rautell	
Hannah Rautell	
Liam Reeves	
Charlotte	 Retzlaff	
Landon Ridgewell	
Hunter Roemer	
Hannah Roemer	
Austin Rogalla	
Abigail Rogers	
Courtney Roweka-
mp	
Olivia Rulifson	
Greyson Russell 
Smith	
Liana Rust	
Ellie Ruuska	
Naiya Ruuska	
Rosemary	Ryan	
Lauryn Salmela	
Londynn	 Salmi	
Logan Salo	
Mari Sathre	
Bryn Sathre	
Kira Sauter	
Ava Savage	
Aiden Sawyer	
Bryce Sawyer	
Robert Schilling	
Natalia Schmitz	
Ariel Schmitz	
Caleb Schumann	
Tucker Selin	
Peyton Selin	
Harper Senenfelder	
Peyton Seppanen	
Grace Shannon	
Attlei Sheldon	
Deklinn Sheldon	
Sophia Sheridan	
Addison Sielaff	
Emerson Jo Sielaff	
Henry Skifstad	
Lucy Skifstad	

Samuel Skog	
Cayden Smith	
Brynlee Smith	
Priah Smitke	
Aubrey Snaza	
Easton Snow	
Zakary Spears	
Olivia Spears	
Weston Stay	
Brielle Stewart	
Katelynn Stinson	
Greyson Stonemark	
Owen Straub	
Eilee Straub	
Bristol Streu	
Neela Stuermer	
Maya Stuermer	
Annabelle Sunnar-
borg	
Grace Swanson	
Jayden Symiczek	
Ty Symiczek	
Isaac Tester	
Luke Tester	
Kenley Theisen	
Kendra Thompson	
Abram Thwaits	
Nolan Thwaits	
Madalyn Trone	
Annika Turcotte	
Jolie Urie	
Xai Vang	
Ethan Vo	
Molly Vonasek	
Teagan vonGillern	
Chase Walz	
Finley Ward	
Vienna Ward	
Henry Warden	
Violet Warden	
Evan Watsick	
Gwendolyn Weber	
Layla Whiting	
Matthew Wiermaa	
Rayna Williams	
Kaden Willis	
Jacenta Zangs	
Allison Zigich	
Elliot Zigich	
Izaac Zimmer	
Alia Zimmer	
Lliam Zimny	
Ava Zywicki	
Owen Zywicki	
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Nolan Anderson
Jayden Ausland
Mallory Ausland
Lourdes Barousse
Kenya Bell
Elin Besonen
Wyatt Blotti
Ahna Brekke
Lucky  Carlson
Camron Courteau
Zoe Dahlman
Adam Dallmann
MyKenzie Dammer
Garrett Darby
Kennadi DeBondt
Dawson Dunaiski
Colton Engstad
Kalea Fonoti
Paige Fontaine
Cullen Genereau
Caleb Gerard
Makenna Gerard
Henry Grover
Jackson Hacker
Luke Haga
Weston Halverson
Graham Hartlieb
Madilyn Hawkinson
SandraJean Haydon
Payton Heittola
Alexandra Johnson
Jaster Johnson
Nels Jouppi
Oscar Jouppi
Mikko Karjala
Madek Kayser
Maija Klingelhofer
Emma Kopp
Chase Kvitek
Charlie Langhorst
Evelyn LeBlanc
Aeryan Lick

Breckyn Male
Cierah McKibbon
Nolan Miller
Eryka Moran
Jase Nelson
Violet Nelson
Sovay Nick
Kyler Nikunen
Kylan Nyakundi
Ashelyn Parker
Jack Parrow
Milo Pederson
Harlow Perlinger
Alton Perrault
Margaret Peterson
Eli Pfeffer
Eleanor Piirainen
Dawson Prachar
Dylan Prachar
Eli Rannetsberger
Kellie Renne
Benjamin Renninger
Baizlee Ritchie
Harrison Samec
Benjamin Schmitz
Noah Schmitz
Bridget Schoepflin
Delaina Schumann
Kane Selin
Max Senenfelder
Ava Sheridan
Araya Shovein
Jaxson Siats
Jaiden Soukkala
Tenley Taivaloja
Addie Jo Tesser
Catlin  Timblin
Aiden Tingum
Brianna Tingum
Aiden True
Lexi Whiting
Payten Williams
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When: Tuesday, June 2nd at 6 p.m.

Esko PIE presents the new Esko Apparel Store:

•	 Starting now, it’s open all year.
•	 Click here to see the online store (https://www.cede-

signsmn.com/eskostore).
•	 Stop in-person to shop (213 Chestnut Ave, Carlton).  
•	 A portion of every sale from this store is donated to 

Esko PIE to support students.  
•	 Choose from 3 new Esko logos on items.
•	 Know of an item we are missing that you think would 

be popular? CreativEdge, located in Carlton, can add it. 
Call them with requests (218-340-3441).

•	 Parents sometimes want the team jersey…or a player 
loses theirs. Team sports apparel can be added to the 
store.

•	 Orders are picked up in-person or shipped to your 
home.

•	 Orders will be ready to pick up approximately 10 busi-
ness days after the order is submitted.



Kindergarten School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Personal Supplies 
• Backpack 
• Plastic folder 
• Fiskars scissors 
• Plastic pencil box (9x5, no zippers) 
• 1 three-ring binder (2 inch) 
• 2 spiral notebooks (8.5 x 11) 
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
Classroom Supplies 
• 6 large Elmer’s glue sticks 
• 4 Expo black thin dry erase markers 
• 3 boxes of 24-count Crayola crayons 
• 3 packs of Crayola classic color markers 
• Clorox wipes 
Gym 
• Velcro gym shoes (no black soles) 
Additional Items 
• Girls: Hand sanitizer and napkins 
• Boys: Large (non-coated) paper plates and 1 roll of paper towels
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1st Grade School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Personal Supplies 
• Scissors  
• Pencil box (not a bag)  
• Sturdy plastic folder  
• 2 spiral notebooks  
• Water bottle (labeled with name)  
• Clipboard  
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
Writing & Art Supplies 
• 1 dozen #2 yellow pencils (sharpened) 
• 3–5 large glue sticks 
• 2 boxes of 24-count crayons  
• 2 boxes of 8–10 washable markers  
• 2 Pink Pearl erasers 
Classroom Supplies 
• 1 large box of Kleenex 
• 4–6 fine tip black Expo dry erase markers  
Gym 
• Gym shoes (no black soles; Velcro if your child cannot tie shoes; no 

open back shoes)  
Additional Items 
• Boys: 1 container of disinfecting wipes (e.g., Clorox wipes), paper plates 

or  bowls 
• Girls: 1 roll of paper towels, quart- or sandwich-size resealable bags 

(e.g.,  Ziploc)

2nd Grade School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Personal Supplies 
• Markers – Crayola classic thick  
• Markers – Crayola classic thin  
• 1 Mead 5 Star plastic folder with two pockets & brad
 fasteners  
• 1 plastic folder with two pockets  
• 3 wide-lined spiral notebooks (no perforated edges)  
• Colored pencils (7”, 12 count)  
• Box of 24 Crayola crayons  
• 1 large glue stick  
• Gym shoes (non-marking soles)  
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
• 3-ring binder (1.5 inch with clear view front pocket — 
not for Mrs. Peterson)  
• 1 small pencil sharpener (with shavings contained)  
• Pencil box (optional for Ms. Uecker)  
Writing & Classroom Supplies 
• 2 dozen #2 pencils (sharpened) 
• 2 Pink Pearl erasers 
• 2 packages of black Expo thin dry erase markers 
• 1 large box of Kleenex 
• 1 container of disinfecting wipes (e.g., Clorox wipes) 
• 1 pad of 3x3 Post-it notes 
• Scissors (6” sharp, Fiskars) 
• 2 highlighters 
• 1 deck of standard playing cards 
Additional Items (by Last Name) 
• Last Names A–N: 1 roll of paper towels and gal-

lon-size resealable bags with  sliders (e.g., Ziploc) 
• Last Names O–Z: Hand sanitizer with pump and 

quart-size resealable bags with sliders (e.g., Ziploc)

Winterquist Elementary School 2026-2027 Supply List



3rd Grade School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Writing & Classroom Supplies 
• 2 dozen #2 pencils (sharpened) 
• Individual pencil sharpener 
• 2 large glue sticks 
• 1 pad of 3x3 Post-it notes 
• 1 ruler (with centimeters) 
• 1 package of multi-colored highlighters 
• 1 set of thin dry erase markers 
• 1 black Sharpie marker 
Art Supplies 
• Crayola classic thick markers 
• Colored pencils (7”, 12 count) 
Organization Supplies 
• 2 plastic folders with two pockets & brad fasteners 
• 2 wide-lined spiral notebooks 
• 1 medium composition notebook 
• 1 three-ring binder (1.5 inch with clear view front pocket) Classroom 
& Shared Supplies 
• 1 large box of Kleenex 
• 2 containers of disinfecting wipes 
• 1 deck of standard playing cards 
Technology 
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
• Stylus for iPad 
Gym 
• Gym shoes (non-marking soles) 
Additional Items 
• Boys: Gallon-size resealable bags (e.g., Ziploc) 
• Girls: Quart-size resealable bags (e.g., Ziploc)

4th Grade School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Writing & Classroom Supplies 
• 1 box of pencils (sharpened) 
• 4 Expo thin black dry erase markers 
• 2 highlighters 
• 1 pad of Post-it notes 
• 1 large box of Kleenex 
Art Supplies 
• 1 box of markers 
• 1 box of crayons 
Organization Supplies 
• 1 composition notebook 
• 1 notebook 
• 1 legal pad (8.5 x 11) 
• 2 plastic folders with pockets & brad fasteners 
Technology 
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
Gym 
• Gym shoes (no black soles)
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5th Grade School Supply List 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Writing & Classroom Supplies 
• Mechanical or regular pencils (large supply) 
• 1 bottle of glue (8 oz) or glue stick 
• Scissors 
• 2 notebooks 
• 1 composition notebook 
• 1 small box of 8–12 dry erase markers 
• 1 dry eraser or old sock 
• Scotch tape 
• 2 large boxes of Kleenex 
• 2 containers of disinfecting wipes 
• 1 roll of paper towels 
Art Supplies 
• Crayons 
• Colored pencils 
• Markers (broad tip/large) 
• Black fine point markers (Sharpie) 
Organization Supplies 
• 2 folders 
Technology 
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
• Stylus for iPad 
Gym 
• Gym shoes (no black soles) 
Additional Item 
• Index cards (for Smith & Quinn classes only)

6th Grade School Supply List 
Please label all items with your child’s name. 
Writing & Classroom Supplies 
• 12 mechanical pencils 
• Scissors 
• 2 spiral notebooks 
• 1 ruler (with centimeters) 
• 2 small glue sticks 
• 1 black fine point marker (Sharpie) 
• 8 dry erase markers (black, blue, or red) 
• 1 dry eraser 
• 2 highlighters 
• Post-it notes 
• Index cards 
• Calculator 
Organization Supplies 
• 1 plain folder with 2 pockets 
• Pencil pouch (soft, not a hard box) 
Art Supplies 
• Markers and/or colored pencils 
Technology 
• Headphones with USB-C cord (no Bluetooth) 
Gym 
• Gym shoes (no black soles) 
Additional Items 
• Boys: 1 large box of Kleenex 
• Girls: 1 container of disinfecting wipes (e.g., Clorox wipes) 

• Nielsen & Johnson classes only: 2 red pens



The 2026 Kids Heart Challenge has come to an exciting close, 
with our students raising an incredible $30,679! Our students 
continue to show remarkable compassion and dedication to 
helping save lives—both young and old—affected by heart condi-
tions.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the Kids Heart Challenge. A special thank-you goes out to the 
parents of participating students—your support is truly the back-
bone of our students’ and school’s success.

We would also like to recognize and thank our wonderful vol-
unteers: Mrs. Melissa Halverson, Ms. Jessica Uecker, Mrs. Jill Hard-
en, Mrs. Kara Staples, Mr. Kiel Fechelkotter, and the NHS members 
who helped make this event possible.

Congratulations to our top 10 fundraisers! Thank you for being 
true HEART HEROES!

Cora Lofgren $1347.98 
Hartley LeBrasseur. $1,020.03 
TJ Bjonskaas. $1007.33 
Audrey Aasen. $703.26 
Oaklyn Nynas. $555.44 
Jack Elwell. $552.54 
Brandon Cocharo $536.67 
Haylee Keniry. $535.95 
Jaxon Hovi. $502.05 
Hailey East $468.56 
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2026 Kids Heart Challenge
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Congratulations to these amazing students! 
 
Robotics: 
 
Boys Swimming: 
Levi Raisanen- All Section – 200 Free Relay/ Proctor-Esko Swimmer of the Year 
Letter winner: Levi Raisanen 
 
Girls Basketball: 
Clara Swanson- All Conference MVP-1st Team 
Layla Peterson- All Conference 2nd Team 
Ava Marline- All Conference 2nd Team/Academic All State 
Maya Johnson- All Conference Reserve 
Abigail Naud- Academic All State 
 
Letter winners: 
Kennadi Foxx, Layla Peterson, Madaline Hipp, Maya Stuermer, Abigail Naud, Ava Marline, Clara Swanson, Maya 
Johnson, Keaira Coleman, Kadence Ghann, Kamryn Korkala 
 
Boys Basketball: 
Braxdyn Male – 1st Team Polar League 
Graham Hartlieb – 2nd Team Polar League 
Braxdyn Male – Pine Journal Player of the Year and Duluth News Tribune All Area Team 
 
Lette winners: Graham Hartlieb, Hewitt Liimaitainen, Luke Tester, Connor Dallmann, Titus Peipho, Ben Schmitz, Braxdyn 
Male, Eagan Harker, Jayden Symiczek  
 
Girls Hockey: 
Letter winners: Eilee Straub, Aubrey Gerard, Brooke Koski, Addison Johnson, Tenley Taivaloja, Paiton Plante 
 
Boys Hockey: 
Letter winners: Jacob Iallonardo, Travor Mrozik, William Karjala, Jake Hurst, Neil Elsmore, Conor Sullivan, Kaden Willis, 
Hunter Johnson, Drew Piontek, Cole Luense, Madek Kayser 
 
Alpine Ski: 
Letter winners: Carson Kronlund, Blake Nesseth, Gavin Belich, Amelia Cebelinski, Hattie Hallback, Otto Hinrichs, 
Courtney Rowekamp 
 
Nordic Ski: 
Letter winners: Andrew Mattinen, William Beisang 

Wrestling: 
Letter winners: Kane Selin, Kaiden High 
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Registration Form 

First Name:   

Last Name:    

Sex: ____ Male   ____ Female 

Age on day of race:    

Address:    

City: _________________ State: ______ Zip:    

Email Address:    

Phone:    

T-shirt Size:   S M L XL XXL 

Esko students entering grades 7-12: $10 of your entry will be 
donated to the school-sponsored club/team of your choice. 
Please designate your choice on the line: 
_______________________________________  

Register online: 
https://runsignup.com/race/mn/esko/KristinBurkholder5kWalk
Run 

Mail forms to: Esko Educational Foundation, PO Box 27 Esko,  

Checks Payable to: Kristin Burkholder 5K 
 

Race Information 

Date: Saturday, August 8, 2026 
Day-of Registration: begins at 7:00 am 
Kids Race at 8:00 am 
5k Race at 8:30 am 
Location: Esko Sports Complex, 62 Canosia Rd, Esko 
Stroller Friendly 
Awards given to runners in the following categories:  

1. Top overall male and female 
2. Top two runners in each division: 5-8, 8-12, 13-

19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, and 70 
and older 

Entry Fee 
Early-Bird Pricing (register by July 20th) 
Ages 5-12: $12   Ages 12-18: $20  Adults (19+): $25 
 
Race Pricing (July 21st – August 7th) 
Ages 5-12: $17 Ages 12-18: $25 Adults (19+): $30 
 
Day of Registration 
Ages 5-12: $20 Ages 12-18: $30 Adults (19+): $35 
 
Register by 7/20 to guarantee a race shirt! 

I, knowingly and at my own risk, herby apply to enter the Kristin Burkholder Walk Race and do herby waive and release any and all 
claims of damage that I may incur as a result of my participation in this event against the Esko Educational Foundation, Inc., I.S.D #99, 
Thompson Township, Carlton County, all sponsors, or any employees, agent, volunteer, or elected official of these organizations for 
said injuries and damages. I further hereby certify that I have full knowledge of the risks involved with this event and am physically fit 
and sufficiently trained to participate. If, however, as a result of my participation, I require medical attention, I hereby give my 
consent to authorized medical personnel and first responders to provide such medical care as deemed necessary by such authorized 
personnel. I understand that due to time of year there is a risk of extreme heat and weather during the running/walking of this event 
and do assume all heat and weather related risks with my participation in this event, I further give permission to the Esko Educational 
Foundation, Inc., or their designee or agents authorized by them, to use any photographs, video, motion picture, recordings or any 
other record of this event for any legitimate purpose at any time without compensation.  

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________ 

Parent Signature (if participant is under 18): _________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact:  Name: __________________________   Phone: _____________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29th Annual Kristin Burkholder 5k  

Saturday, August 8, 2026 @ 8:30 am 
Creating awareness in the Esko community for walking safety for our children and organ donation since 1997. 

****************************** 
Check our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/Burkholder5K 
or email burkholder5k@gmail.com 
for updates. 

****************************** 

On April 24, 1997, 12 year old Kristin Burkholder died from injuries suffered from a pedestrian-car accident while running for 
track practice along Canosia Road in Esko. Proceeds from the race benefit the EEF Kristin Burkholder Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
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The Esko Sports Alliance will be inducting four individuals 
into the Esko Sports Alliance Hall of Fame on Saturday, Au-
gust 8, 2026.  These individuals were selected by a commu-
nity selection committee. 

Jesse Bertogliat – Jesse was an exceptional Esko athlete while 
participating in football, hockey, baseball, and track and field.  He 
displayed exceptional SISU with his leadership, determination, and 
Esko pride.

Jesse served as a football captain and earned Polar League 
All-Conference honors two years.  He was also selected to the Tri-
State football team.  He captained the 1992 CEC hockey team and 
led them to the Minnesota State Hockey tournament.  He earned 
All-Conference honors three years and was All-State his senior cam-
paign.  He was also a finalist for Minnesota’s Mr. Hockey.  He went 
on to play collegiate hockey for the Minnesota Golden Gophers.  
He also qualified for the Minnesota State Track and Field meet state 
meet in the shot put in 1991 and 1992.  He also doubled up and 
earned two letters in baseball during his career.

Russ Davidson - Russ was a 1969 Esko high school graduate.  
Upon graduation from the University of Minnesota Duluth, he 
started a 35 year teaching career at his alma mater, Esko.  Russ 
participated in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track 
and field.  Russ has exemplified SISU with his steady support of Esko 
athletics and the Esko community.  He was the instigator of the Esko 
Turf Club which helped transform Esko’s North Field into a state of 
the art athletic facility.

Russ was a very capable high school athlete in all four sports but 
was a standout in basketball.  In his senior campaign, he led Esko in 

scoring with an average of 19.4 points per game.  He was also an 
excellent playmaker and a pesky defensive player.

(Cyndee) CJ Johnson – CJ graduated from Aurora Hoyt Lakes 
high school and Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN.  CJ 
went on to complete a 44 year career as a physical education 
instructor at the Esko Public Schools.  With the onset of girls’ sports 
in the mid-seventies, CJ was instrumental in developing the girls’ 
volleyball and girls’ track and field programs, which she coached for 
21 years.

CJ was the 2004 MNAHPERD Elementary Teacher of the Year and 
the 2015 MNSHAPE Central District Middle School Teacher of the 
Year.  CJ was an avid curler and was also named the 2004 USCA 
Curling Coach of the Year.  Tragically CJ passed away at the age 
of 69 in September of 2024.  Blessed be her memory and positive 
influence on Esko athletics!

Sami Mattson – Sami was a 2007 Esko high school graduate and 
one of the best female athletes to ever dawn the blue and gold.  
She was an exceptional basketball player and tremendous softball 
player.

Sami was a three time Polar League All-Conference selection in 
basketball and the conference MVP her senior season.  She is a 
member of the 1,000 point club and led her teams to the Minnesota 
State Tournament her junior and senior seasons.  She also compet-
ed in the Minnesota Coaches Association All-Star series following her 
senior year.  In softball, she was a three-time Polar League All-Con-
ference selection, a two time all-section selection, and All-State for 
two years.  She went on to have a tremendous college softball 
career at Concordia University in St. Paul, MN.
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Greetings, 

Spring has come quickly! We are all excited as the school 
year winds down and the weather gets closer every day to 
feeling like summer. It’s a pleasure to write this third article for 
Esko’s Corner with news and helpful information from the 
Town of Thomson. 

Summer is a busy season in Thomson Township as the snow 
is gone and road restrictions are lifted. The Public Works team 
will be busy making sure both paved and gravel Township 
roads, as well as sewers, are maintained throughout the sum-
mer. One of the bigger projects right away will be the paving 
of Randall Avenue. This was a sewer extension project com-
pleted last summer due to multiple interconnected sewer lines 
that needed to be corrected. The Township had the sewer line 
extended down Randall Avenue so each residence could have 
an individual compliant connection. As soon as road restric-
tions are lifted, the road will be paved. There is a tentative start 
date during the week of May 26 for paving to begin. Residents 
around Randall Avenue, Flynn Street, Maple Drive, and the 
surrounding neighborhoods should be aware of increased 
truck and equipment traffic during that time. 

Another important thing for all residents to be aware of is 
the upcoming election. There is a general midterm election 
on Tuesday, November 3, and there will be several important 
races on the ballot. We will have the opportunity to vote for 
the federal offices of United States Senator and United States 
Representative. Every statewide executive office will be up 
for election, including Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, and State Auditor. Our state legislative seats, Senate 
District 11 and House District 11A, will also be up for election. 

Last but not least, there will be several local offices on the 
ballot, including Carlton County Commissioner District 2, 
County Sheriff, County Attorney, three Thomson Township 
Board seats, three Esko School Board seats, and Soil and Water 
Conservation District seats. 

Both Thomson Township and Carlton County are in need of 
election judges. If you or someone you know is interested in 
serving, please visit our website and click on the “Looking for 
Election Judges” announcement on the homepage or on the 
“Election Information” page under the “Government” tab, or 
email clerk@townofthomsonmn.gov. 

The filing dates for federal, state, and county offices are May 
19 through June 2. The filing dates for local offices are July 14 
through July 28.

If you would like to book the community room at the Town 
Hall or the pavilion at Northridge Park for a graduation party 
or other event this spring or summer, please visit townofthom-
sonmn.gov/facility-reservations/ or call the office at 218-879-
9719. 

Have a great summer! 
Some reminders: 
•	 Please do not place garbage cans in the road or right-of-

way. It is against the law in Minnesota (see MN Statute 
169.42). 

•	 If you are planning any large projects, keep in mind that 
permits are required in Thomson Township. Please visit 
our website or contact our office for more information. 

•	 Please remember to clean up after pets if using the walk-
ing paths from Maple Drive to the school and from the 
school to the athletic complex. Take advantage of the 
waste bags provided along the path if needed. 

•	  The Township Board of Supervisors meets on the first 
and third Thursdays of every month at the Thomson 
Town Hall, 25 E. Harney Road, at 5:00 PM. 

•	  For more information, visit www.townofthomsonmn.
gov or download our app, “Thomson Twp Esko Con-
nect.” 

•	  Office hours are Monday–Friday, 9:00 AM–4:00 PM. 
•	 Recycling shed hours are Wednesday–Friday, 2:00 

PM–6:00 PM, and Saturday, 9:00 AM–1:00 PM. 

On behalf of the Thomson Town Board and Staff, 
Nathan Barta

Interested in keeping up on Esko 

Town Board news? Meeting agen-

das, minutes and virtual meeting 

information is available online at:

https://www.townofthomsonmn.
gov/meetings/
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RECYCLING SHED HOURS

The recycling center is located at the Town Hall 
at 25 E. Harney Road.  

Year-round hours of operation are:
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The staffed facility in Esko is for residential recycling only.  

A list of items that are accepted can be found at: www.co.carlton.
mn.us/254/Recycling-in-Carlton-County

With the increase in on-line shopping there has been an increase in card-
board being recycled.   If you have a large amount of cardboard, please bring 
it directly to the Carlton County Transfer station at 1950 Highway 210, Carlton.   
All boxes must be broken down before putting them in the dumpster.   

Please do not leave items at the facility when it is unattended.

TOWN BOARD MEETINGS

The Town of Thomson Board of Supervisors holds their regular meetings 
on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 5:00 p.m.  The meetings are 
held in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall, 25 E. Harney Road.  Meetings 
are currently being held with an option to attend virtually via Microsoft Teams.  
Check the Town website: thomson.govoffice.com for details for each meeting.

THOMSON TOWN OFFICE

The Thomson Town Office is located at 25 E. Harney Road. 
Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

WEBSITE CHANGES

The Town of Thomson’s website is http://townofthomsonmn.gov. 

New permitting software has been added and permits can now be taken 
online at http://us.cloudpermit.com or on the Town’s website.

New scheduling software for the community room and Northridge Park will 
be available in the near future.  

TOWN HALL RENTALS / NORTHRIDGE PARK PAVILION

Remember:  The Town Hall and Northridge Park Pavilion are available for 
private rentals.  Contact the Town Office at 879-9719 for details or visit our 
website, http://townofthomsonmn.gov.  

DOGS AND CATS

Thomson Township has a leash - running at large
ordinance. This applies to all areas of the Township.
All animals must be under their owner’s control at all

times and not on neighboring properties.

And as a reminder: Please pick up after your pet.
Your neighbors appreciate it. There’s also a link to a
video on the Town website: https://townofthomsmn.gov
with more information on the effects of animal waste on

the local waterways.

 
Bob Thompson Memorial 

Esko Sports Alliance Golf Tournament 
 

When:  Saturday, September 12, 2026 
Where: Cloquet Country Club 
Time: 11:00 a.m. Shotgun Start 

 
Donation: $500 for a 5-person team - 

$100 for individual non-member. 
4-person teams $500 - $125 for individual non-member. 

($20 less for any Cloquet Country Club members) 
 

Donation Includes:  Lunch at the turn, Green Fees, Golf 
Carts (two per group - you may use a push cart), and a 

participant gift.  Limited to first 28 teams 
Sign up your team on the Esko Sports Alliance 

Facebook page or the Esko School Website >athletics. 
If you have any questions, please contact Chad Stoskopf 

at cstoskopf@esko.k12.mn.us or 218-879-1909 
 

All proceeds will support Esko Athletic Programs! 
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Apostolic Lutheran Church

25 Church Road Esko, MN  55733 
(PH: 879-3882)

Pastor Nathan Juntunen
Intern Michael Mattinen

Website: 
https://sites.google.com/view/eskoapostolic/home

E-mail: eskoalcsecretary@gmail.com

† Check out our Church website at 
https://sites.google.com/view/eskoapostolic/home

There are upcoming events, bulletins, 
church calendar, cemetery 

information and more!

Summer 2026 Schedule (May 31, 2026–September 6, 2026)

Sundays:
	 9:30am     	 Worship Service – All Ages
*(1st & 3rd Sundays - Holy Communion)	
10:30am     	Coffee & Fellowship

Tuesdays:             8:00am  	 Men’s Fellowship

Thursdays:           Quilting every 2nd  and 4th

June 17-19:          9-11:30am        VBS: Pre-K (Potty Trained) - 5th grade

July 22-26:            LBF Bible Camp Rabbit Bay MI
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
AT ST. MATTHEWS

June 22-25
8:30-11:30am

Signup on our website
www.stmatthewsesko.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
AT ST. MATTHEWS

June 22-25
8:30-11:30am

Signup on our website
www.stmatthewsesko.org


